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"#$
Consider themselves to be a 

conservationist, including 
sportsmen across party lines…

"%$ &'$&&$
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If you were giving advice to your Member of Congres s on how they should address issues that are import ant to sportsmen like you ���� regarding fish 
and wildlife habitat, and the health of rivers, str eams and lakes, what would you tell him or her?

If you were giving advice to your Member of Congres s on how they should address issues that are import ant to sportsmen like you ���� regarding fish 
and wildlife habitat, and the health of rivers, str eams and lakes, what would you tell him or her?

Sportsmen offer advice to their Member of Congress 
regarding fish and wildlife habitat and water healt h:
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If you were giving advice to your Member of Congres s on how they should address issues that are import ant to sportsmen like you ���� regarding fish 
and wildlife habitat, and the health of rivers, str eams and lakes, what would you tell him or her?

If you were giving advice to your Member of Congres s on how they should address issues that are import ant to sportsmen like you ���� regarding fish 
and wildlife habitat, and the health of rivers, str eams and lakes, what would you tell him or her?

Sportsmen focus on conservation so outdoor traditio ns 
can be preserved.
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39%
44%

92% 95%

8% 5%

)��!�'�#�����  �����'�#����� *����������'�#�����  �����*���'�#�����

Compared to other issues like the economy, health c are, and education, how important are issues involv ing protecting fish and wildlife habitat, 
public lands and water quality of lakes, rivers and  streams for you in deciding whether to support an elected public official?

Compared to other issues like the economy, health c are, and education, how important are issues involv ing protecting fish and wildlife habitat, 
public lands and water quality of lakes, rivers and  streams for you in deciding whether to support an elected public official?

Those saying conservation issues are a primary fact or in their 
support for an elected official increased in the la st year. 

'�#����������+����$�����'��������,�##��������-� ������.��������
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44%
38%

48%
44%

95% 93% 94% 97%

6% 7% 6% 3%

7����1�	���
 (����1�	���
 ���������1�	���
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Voters of every political persuasion say habitat an d 
water issues are important to their support.

.�����/������%����������%
#�������!0�1���0

+89% +86% +88% +94%

 ���� (�#������� '��#����� /��������

Compared to other issues like the economy, health c are, and education, how important are issues involv ing protecting fish and wildlife habitat, 
public lands and water quality of lakes, rivers and  streams for you in deciding whether to support an elected public official? Are they…

Compared to other issues like the economy, health c are, and education, how important are issues involv ing protecting fish and wildlife habitat, 
public lands and water quality of lakes, rivers and  streams for you in deciding whether to support an elected public official? Are they…
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The following are some specific problems that peopl e are sometimes concerned about. For each one, plea se tell me whether you think it is an 
extremely serious problem, a very serious problem, somewhat serious problem, or not a serious problem.

The following are some specific problems that peopl e are sometimes concerned about. For each one, plea se tell me whether you think it is an 
extremely serious problem, a very serious problem, somewhat serious problem, or not a serious problem.

Water quality tops sportsmen’s conservation concern s.

84%

79%

70%

62%

61%

97%

96%

94%

91%

92%

Extremely/Very Serious
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������/�������������
��������

8�����������������������
��%�������

8����������������
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9�������
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Total Serious
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The Clean Water Act was passed by Congress and sign ed into law by President Nixon in 1972 in an effort  to reduce water pollution and protect 
lakes, rivers, and wetlands. Generally, would you s ay the Clean Water Act has been more of a good thin g or a bad thing for the country?

The Clean Water Act was passed by Congress and sign ed into law by President Nixon in 1972 in an effort  to reduce water pollution and protect 
lakes, rivers, and wetlands. Generally, would you s ay the Clean Water Act has been more of a good thin g or a bad thing for the country?

Sportsmen have little doubt that the Clean Water Ac t has 
been a net positive for the nation.

4���� ���

5��� ���
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When you think about the laws and standards current ly in place that are intended to protect the health  of lakes, rivers, streams and wetlands, would 
you prefer that decision ����makers in Washington

When you think about the laws and standards current ly in place that are intended to protect the health  of lakes, rivers, streams and wetlands, would 
you prefer that decision ����makers in Washington

Moving forward, sportsmen prefer to strengthen the 
existing water standards; almost none say relax the m.

,��������������
,�������

�������������
,�������

(���3�������,�������
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Now, let's say that an elected official spoke out i n support of protecting or restoring the health of lakes, rivers, streams and wetlands, would that 
give you a more favorable or less favorable impress ion of that person or not make a difference in your  views either way?

Now, let's say that an elected official spoke out i n support of protecting or restoring the health of lakes, rivers, streams and wetlands, would that 
give you a more favorable or less favorable impress ion of that person or not make a difference in your  views either way?

An elected official’s stand on water issues can dri ve 
positive impressions.

Much More 
Favorable

41%

Somewhat More 
Favorable

42%

Somewhat Less 
Favorable

3%

Much Less Favorable
1%

No Difference
11%

Don’t Know
2%

"($
Total More 
Favorable

'�#�������-�������.��������,�##������������(������� ���-�������
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41%
36% 37%

54%

37%

54%

83% 84%
77%

89%
79%

91%

����������:�������� (���������:��������

Sportsmen across the political spectrum say that an  
elected official voicing a pro-conservation view gi ves 

them a more favorable impression. 

2��$����,33�$������##����!0�1���0�����45���-���

 ���� (�#������� '��#����� /��������  ���# +����

Now, let's say that an elected official spoke out i n support of protecting or restoring the health of lakes, rivers, streams and wetlands, would that 
give you a more favorable or less favorable impress ion of that person or not make a difference in your  views either way?

Now, let's say that an elected official spoke out i n support of protecting or restoring the health of lakes, rivers, streams and wetlands, would that 
give you a more favorable or less favorable impress ion of that person or not make a difference in your  views either way?
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Congress or the Administration could take various a ctions that would affect rivers, lakes, streams and  wetlands. For each one, please indicate 
whether you would support or oppose that action.

Congress or the Administration could take various a ctions that would affect rivers, lakes, streams and  wetlands. For each one, please indicate 
whether you would support or oppose that action.

Every policy proposal tested receives solid support .

77%

65%

63%

60%

54%

93%

92%

91%

90%

85%

Strongly Support
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Congress or the Administration could take various a ctions that would affect rivers, lakes, streams and  wetlands. For each one, please indicate 
whether you would support or oppose that action.

Congress or the Administration could take various a ctions that would affect rivers, lakes, streams and  wetlands. For each one, please indicate 
whether you would support or oppose that action.

There is solid majority support across the partisan  
spectrum for these policies. 
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Four-in-five sportsmen support extending Clean Wate r 
Act protections to headwaters streams and wetlands.

53%

80%

19%

,�����!�,�##���  �����,�##��� ,�����!�.##���  �����.##���

+61%

������!��������%�����-$���������1������������� !��������7�,�����!�+��#�����-�������
������������������������������������������������� ���������������$������������%����

�$������!���������%�����#������������������+��� ������������ ���-1�������������$������
���������������/��!�����##��������##����#��$����� ���������#���������������������

�����������������������������������������$������ ������8
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50% 54%

78% 81%

21% 18%

���
������		�� (������		�� ���
�����		��� (�����		���

Both anglers AND hunters express full support for 
protection of headwaters streams and wetlands.

,�##��������+���,��������-3#������!�,#������� ! #�

+57% +63%

������ �������

Do you support or oppose applying the same Clean Wa ter Act rules and standards that apply to larger ri vers to these smaller, headwater streams 
and wetlands?

Do you support or oppose applying the same Clean Wa ter Act rules and standards that apply to larger ri vers to these smaller, headwater streams 
and wetlands?
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62%

52%
60%

47%

84%
76%

87%

78%

14%
21%

12%
22%

���
������		�� (������		�� ���
�����		��� (�����		���

Even among sportsmen in rural areas, more than thre e-
quarters support this policy.

,�##��������+���,��������-3#������!�4�����#�!

+70% +55% +75% +56%

+��!
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9	:2;
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Do you support or oppose applying the same Clean Wa ter Act rules and standards that apply to larger ri vers to these smaller, headwater streams 
and wetlands?

Do you support or oppose applying the same Clean Wa ter Act rules and standards that apply to larger ri vers to these smaller, headwater streams 
and wetlands?
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Many of these policies require some funds to be spe nt to achieve those goals. How much – if anything ���� would you be willing to pay in taxes per year 
to fund efforts like these to restore and maintain water quality and quantity in lakes, rivers, stream s, and wetlands?

Many of these policies require some funds to be spe nt to achieve those goals. How much – if anything ���� would you be willing to pay in taxes per year 
to fund efforts like these to restore and maintain water quality and quantity in lakes, rivers, stream s, and wetlands?

What is even more significant is that sportsmen are  willing 
to pay more in taxes to fund these policies. 
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49%
55%

49%

64%

74%
82% 80%

90%

=����
��������>*�) (����=����
�������

Even GOP voters who are typically resistant to tax 
increases indicate willingness to pay more to resto re and 

conserve rivers, streams and wetlands.

������)����1�0�!0�1���0

4.1��� 4.1����� '��#����� /��������

Many of these policies require some funds to be spe nt to achieve those goals. How much – if anything ���� would you be willing to pay in taxes per year 
to fund efforts like these to restore and maintain water quality and quantity in lakes, rivers, stream s, and wetlands?

Many of these policies require some funds to be spe nt to achieve those goals. How much – if anything ���� would you be willing to pay in taxes per year 
to fund efforts like these to restore and maintain water quality and quantity in lakes, rivers, stream s, and wetlands?
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